
 

Ottawa, 17 January 2012 
 
Joseph Hickey 
Student Representative, Senate, and Councillor, GSAÉD 
University of Ottawa 
 

RE: Article published in La Rotonde on 16 January 2012 
  
Mr. Senator/Councillor, 

On 16 January 2012, you sent an email to the Chair, with all councillors in CC, in which you stated the following: 
 

“[…] the GSAED does not have jurisdiction to discipline student Senate representatives for their Senate work, as I 

stated in my letter of Dec. 18, 2011 […]. Please note article #10 of the Senate's Regulation Concerning the 

Election of Student Members to Senate […].  

10. For greater certainty, nothing in this Regulation shall be interpreted to mean that student members 

of Senate are elected by or represent either the SFUO or GSAÉD on the Senate. Student members of 

Senate are directly elected by, and independently represent, only the student members of their respective 

academic units. The involvement of the SFUO and GSAÉD and their respective Chief Returning Officers 

and committees in the election of student members of Senate is purely administrative in nature. 

Please correct your position, as reported in La Rotonde, regarding representation of GSAED by student Senators 

in their Senate work.  They do not represent GSAED in their Senate work.  The GSAED's involvement is "purely 

administrative in nature" and relates only to the election process.” 

The Chair acknowledges your position regarding the possibility of GSAÉD to discipline you, and, while it cannot speak on 

its behalf, Council may acknowledge your position as well. 

The Chair would like to take the opportunity to make the following clarifications. 

The duties of the Council Chair of the Association are to enforce the provisions of the Constitution and By-Laws of the 

Association. It is beyond its mandate to enforce University policies and regulations. You may agree that the University 

representatives are responsible to enforce the policies of the University, as it is the duties of the Association 

representatives to enforce the policies of the Association. Therefore, it is not among the Chair’s duties to interpret the 

policies of the University of Ottawa’s Senate, nor should it be, since the University has its own representatives to deal 

with such matter. 

The Chair would like to point out that, although the University of Ottawa sets policies on matters relevant to its 

governance, the Association is not bound by these policies. In fact, over the years, GSAÉD opposed many of the 

University policies and decisions, for example tuition fee increases, harassment/discrimination policy and the student 

code of conduct. GSAÉD may acknowledge the University’s position on nominations of student representatives to the 

Senate, but it has the right to disagree with such position, and to adopt its own position on the matter. As far as the 



Chair knows, GSAÉD may not have addressed the issue in the past, but may decide to do so in the future. And it would 

be up to GSAÉD to decide whether or not it agrees with Section 10 of the Senate’s Regulation on such nominations. 

As it was stated in a previous correspondence that was sent to you, Mr. Councillor, the GSAÉD Council Chair chairs 

GSAÉD’s Board, Council and General meetings. These bodies make decisions, and the Chair’s duty is to make sure that 

these decisions are in accordance with the Constitution and By-Laws of the ASSOCIATION. It is beyond the scope of the 

GSAÉD Council Chair's mandate to enforce University policies. And, as stated earlier, GSAÉD may not have addressed the 

matter in the past, but may address it in the future. The Chair’s duty will be then to make sure that such decision is in 

accordance with the Constitution and By-Laws of the ASSOCIATION. 

Although the article in La Rotonde only included parts of what was a 20-minute long conversation with the journalist, it 

summarized what the Chair said, though being edited in large parts to fit the needs and limitations of the paper. The By-

Laws and Constitution do not explicitly state the relationship that exists between the Association and Senator or 

Governors in terms of the work they accomplish on behalf of graduate students at their respective level.  

During the interview, the Chair pointed out that the By-Laws of the Association allow Student Governors and Senators to 

sit on its Board, its Council and its different committees (ref. BL VI.5.a.iii; VIII.5.b.ii; XV.5.b.ii.2). The Chair also stated that 

GSAÉD managed the electoral process for Senators and Governors last year, and explained that Senators and Governors 

are graduate students and, therefore, GSAÉD members, which are bound by the Constitution and By-Laws of the 

Association (ref. BL I.1.a.i; II.2.b).  

Furthermore, the Chair would like to add to these arguments the fact that By-Law XV.5.c.ii.8 states that “the University 

Affairs Committee shall discuss motions relevant to graduate students which are under consideration at the Senate or 

other committees of the University.” This By-Law was not discussed with the journalist of La Rotonde, but should have 

been mentioned, since it seems to consider that student representatives sitting on University committees, including the 

Senate and the Board of Governors, have to report back to the Association or, at least, to one of its committees. 

Since the statements of the Chair in La Rotonde’s article give a (simplified) portrait of the situation, and even though  

this heavily-edited interview omitted important facts that should have been included, the Chair does not intend to 

request changes to the article, nor will it review its interpretation of the situation at the moment.  

For now, I would invite you to put the matter to rest. I invite you to make your arguments at the meetings of the 

Association, where its members could ask questions and make clear decisions based on the facts and opinions presented 

to them. The Chair remains persuaded that GSAÉD meetings are the appropriate forums for the issues you raise as a 

University of Ottawa Senator and as a GSAÉD Councillor. 

If you wish to bring forward new facts to the Chair’s attention, do not hesitate to contact it. 

The Chair remains available for questions and comments. 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Olivier Desharnais-Roy 
Council Chair, GSAÉD 
 
CC: Councillors of GSAÉD 


